
31 “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took 
and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, 

but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

Matthew 13:31-32
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Order of Worship  10:30 am

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude                                                         Prelude in C                                                     Louis Vierne

Call to Worship and Hymn of Praise (Psalm 105)

Hymn #59                                     The Steadfast Love of the Lord
 
Prayer of Praise and Adoration

 

Minute for Mission                 Mission and Outreach Committee                                   

Scripture Reading   Matthew 13:10-17     pew Bible, NT pg. 13

Call to Confession 
If we say we have no sin, the truth is not in us. We admit that we need to begin again
for we have fallen short of the glory of God. So we come to the baptismal font seeking
a fresh start. With confidence that God hears our prayers, let us confess our sins:  

Unison Prayer of Confession 
        God of grace, we want to understand what the kingdom of heaven is like,
        but our minds are clouded by cares and concerns of the world. We fail to trust 
        Your power, hidden in all things. We fail to watch for You, working out 
        Your purposes in mysterious ways. We fail to be whole-hearted in our faith
        and discipleship. We fail to put our trust in the treasures of Your kingdom instead 
        of the treasures of the world.  Gracious God, hidden and manifest, give us eyes
        to see and ears to hear Your good news for the world even here and now.
        Transform our lives and our world by Your grace. 
        (Silent prayer of confession) 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Friends, hear these words, and listen to this good news; the kingdoms of this world will
rise and fall, but the mercy of the Lord will never end.  
      In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, thanks be to God.
 



*Hymn of Response No. 634 To God Be the Glory
*Passing of the Peace
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
         And also with you.  THE WORD

 

Welcoming the Children 
Following the time on the steps, children are invited to PRAYground located in the east
transept to work on an activity. A PRAYground "host teacher" will be available to help
answer questions and provide needed supplies. After the sermon, the children will return
to sit with their families. 

Hymn No. 175                                           Seek Ye First

Scripture Reading                                               Matthew 13:31-33 pew Bible, NT pg. 14

Sermon                                                                         Writing Your Own Parable  Rev. Helen DeBevoise

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Declaration of Faith, 1977) 

   v.1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and it righteousness,

    and all these things shall be given unto you.  Allellu, alleluia! 

 v. 2.  Ask, and it shall be given unto you;  
seek, and you shall find; 

   knock and the door shall be opened unto you.  Allelu, alleluia!  

Jesus Christ stands at the center of the biblical record.
The Bible is the account of God’s word and action in history,
together with his people’s response in faith.
It tells how the Lord has moved with Israel and the church
towards the kingdom of God,
his just and loving rule over all.
It is the story of the one God,
who is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
That story is still unfolding
and in faith we make it our own.
It forms our memory and our hope.
It tells us who we are and what we are to do.
To retell it is to declare what we believe.



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory                                     How Can I Keep From Singing                arr. by Stephen DeCesare
duet -Krystal Kennedy and Russell G. Stephens 

SENDING

*Hymn No. 177                                     I Will Come to You
                                                                    (You are Mine)

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude                                                   The Hand of God                                          Gregg Sewell

*Please stand as you are able in body or in spirit.
CCLI Copyright License 11340860 Streaming License CSPL108941

*The Doxology, pg. 606     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

The Sanctuary Flowers on this day, are given to the glory of God,  by Marc
and Angela Chesser, in loving memory of their sons, Christopher Marc Chesser
and Stephen Matthew Chesser. They will always be missed, are loved beyond
measure and remain forever in our hearts. 

Worship Leaders today are Rev. Dr. Helen DeBevoise and Rev. Dr. Dan DeBevoise
Music:  Robb Ross, director; Will Benton, organist/pianist.
Audio/Visual:  Matt Cook, John Bowers, Mike Bookhardt.
Ushers:  Erin Cook, Clay Elliott, John Rogers, Doug Lawton, Zach Monahan, Shawn
Moloney.
Deacon at the Door:  Barbara Martin



Pledged Income Y.T.D.
Thru June 30, 2026

Non Pledged
 Income Y.T.D.

Budget $247,410 Budget $40,750

Actual $249,982 Actual $35,659

Difference $2,572 Difference ($5,091)

Park Lake Operating Budget 
Thru June 30, 2026

Income Expenses Difference

Budget $364,808 $379,796 ($14,988)

Actual $365,143 $360, 802 $4,341

Church Staff
Co-pastors                                      Rev. Dr. Helen
DeBevoise
                                                            Rev. Dr. Dan DeBevoise 
Choir Director                                          Robb Ross
Organist, Director FAVO                       Will Benton
Child Care Center Interim Director   Kimberly Gibson
Financial Administrator                         Linda Castle
Church Secretary                                    Carol Bookhardt
Maintenance                                             Keith Bridges
Nursery Staff                                             Barbara Boyce

Church Missionaries
Madagascar                                   Dan and Elizabeth Turk
Mozambique                                 Sebber Banda
                                                          Rev. Carlos Faquione 

SPECIAL EVENT
MISSION PARTNER, BERRY LONG
Wednesday, July 29, 7:00 pm
(Struble Fellowship Hall)
 
We are delighted that our long-time mission partner and friend Berry Long of the Outreach
Foundation will join us at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, July 29 to update us on his work and
recent trip to Tete Province. Time with Berry and his wife, Elizabeth, is always enlightening
and inspiring. Please join us in Struble Fellowship Hall. Desserts will be provided. 
Hosted by Park Lake’s Mission Committee. 

BIRTHDAYS

28   Linda Wright Simmons
29   Paige McRight
31   Ted Szymankiewicz

CELEBRATIONS  THIS WEEK!
                       

31     Elizabeth & Justin Ingram  16 years

ANNIVERSARIES

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MISSION - SOCKS for the Christian Service Center 

Each year for VBS we include a mission project where we GIVE BACK to our community.
This year we collected over $1200 in donations from the VBS families and volunteers to
be donated for  purchasing SOCKS for the Christian Service Center. The children accepted
the invitation to share their gifts to help others at Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS and
beyond! We continue to collect toward socks for our neighbors at the Christian Service
Center (christianservicecenter.org) Will You Help? Please place your donation in the
offering plate and note on the envelope or check that your donation is for “Socks” for
the Christian Service Center. 



FOOD COLLECTION for 
WASHINGTON SHORES PRESBYTERIAN FOOD PANTRY 
 
The Food Bank at Washington Shores Presbyterian Church continues
to be in great need of items.
 
Updated request: canned ravioli, spaghettios, spaghetti with
meatballs, ramen noodle cups, peanut butter and jelly, saltine
crackers, cereal, deodorant and toothpaste.
 
Cash donations are also appreciated to purchase needed items.
Please bring your pantry donations to church on Sundays before or
after worship to the West transept of the Sanctuary. Thank you for
helping your neighbor!
 

ATTENTION PARK LAKE CHILDREN, 
YOUTH AND EDUCATORS! 
 
Remember to bring your backpacks to worship on Sunday, August 9th
to recieve a special blessing and prayer for the upcoming school year.

RALLY DAY IS COMING!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 8:30 am - 10:00 am

ALL ARE WELCOME!

﻿Rally Day is Christian Education's celebration of the end of the summer and beginning of
a new season of learning and growing in our faith. This intergenerational event will be
fun for all ages. Join us for breakfast at 8:30 am, followed by a time for fellowship and
learning.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Check out the Park Lake Presbyterian Church website at PLPC.org. View the
Church calendar, upcoming events, online giving, listen to previous worship
services, connect to the upcoming worship service and more!



THANK YOU, VBS VOLUNTEERS AND PARK LAKE FAMILY! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make VBS happen! To those who
helped create and put up decorations; loaned skis, boots, tubes and
snowboards; donated craft supplies, made name tags, prayed and
those who served during the week, THANK YOU! VBS is a huge team
effort, and it could not have happened without you! You are the best!

Over 50 volunteers, including 17 youth, gave their time and talent
during the week and before. So, in addition to teaching the children
that God loves them, VBS helps train up the next generation of servant
leaders!

Thank you!

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY
Have you recently moved? Do we have your updated mailing
 address, email or phone number?  

Please check your address in the online Church Directory to update your mailing address
and contact information go to Instant Church Directory, or contact Carol Bookhardt at
the Chruch office.

To access the directory online, go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and enter
your email address as listed in the directory. Click on “Send Secure Sign-In Link.” Then
check your email and click on the “Log in to Instant Church Directory” button found in
your email. Important: Your email address must be listed in the directory before you can
log in. Check with Carol Bookhardt in the church office if you need to confirm your email
address. 
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